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ishments of the Church were useless. The second
marriage of the Czar John Alexander with a lovely
Jewish maiden was a fresh source of discord. The
sons of the first and second union divided their
father's empire between them ; Sisman III. reigned
at Trnovo, Sracimir at Vidin, while a third inde-
pendent prince, Dobrotic, established himself in the
low-lying region of the Drobrudza, which still bears
his name. Thus contemporary writers speak of
" three Bulgarias." The one pleasant feature of
this gloomy era was the revival of learning. At
the instigation of John Alexander, Greek chronicles
and works of theology were translated into the
Slavonic tongue. No other period is so rich in
manuscripts, some of them exquisitely illuminated.
Theodosius of Trnovo and still more his pupil, the
Patriarch Euthernius enriched the national literature
with their theological and biographical works. But
their successors were mere rhetoricians, whose bom-
bastic writings were the last expiring efforts of the
dying empire.

The Turks advanced apace when the death of
Dusan had removed the last Balkan ruler who had
the power to resist them. The Bulgarian Czar Sis-
man III. became their vassal in 1366, and pledged
himself to aid them. Suspicious of his sincerity, the
conquerors demanded his sister as-a hostage. An
old chronicler tells of " the great lady who was given
to the mighty Sultan Murad for the Bulgarian people,
and, although his wife, kept the Christian faith and
saved her country." The "fair Bulgarian," so the
story goes, was offered a mosque full of silver can-